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) Ree-Thinking, whether it confifts ih an open 
and bare-tac’d denial of Natural and Revealed 































ty Truths, or in departing from all eftablith’d 
ho’ "Rules and Methods of Reafoning ; or, laftly, ina 
be Liberty of Drollixg upon the moft ferious Sub- 


jedts,and expofing al] Principles of Religion and Govern- 
ent to Ridicule and Merriment, hath for fome time 


all 

been fuffer’d to take its Courfe among ws, to try to pafs 
ito the Vogue of Mankind, tito’ the open Channel of 
ble Menthe Prefs, and to eftablifh it felfinto a Plan and Syftem; 
fiy JMetho’ the very Attempt be conttary to the known Prin- 
andy PBpciples of that unaccountable Seé?. About a Year ago, 
dice Weathete Upitart Profeffors publith’d the Articles of their 
heir belief. the Rules and Orders of their Society, flrangely 
him, Weacontriv'd, in direct Oppofition to all Rule and Order 
ight Jee whatfoever. This extraordinary Piece is entitled, 4 oa 
ved, feacoarfe 0 *Free-Thinking : Upon which Ihave been already 
rin [eafo lavith as to beftow one Paper. It was faidto be the 
Ely. Mealue of many Fathers, and that feveral Gentlemen, of 
fion ondition and Figure in the World, had a hand in ie. 
res: Pemsome of my Cirepondent undertake to go farther, and 
vhat Wmaffure me, that there is a Club of thefe Free-Thinkers 
they ee near the Temple, who have their Hours of Meeting, and 


Rules and Methods of managing their Debates, with 
reat Order and Formality. Ihave a Letter by me, which 
ys, That tho” the Number of thefe Gentlemen is con- 
fiderably abated, yet they fiill keep up their Body entire 
and leave no Artifices untry’d, to feduce our unguarded 
outh, by the Novelty of their Principles, and the vaft 


vig (EpAllowances which they make, in favour of all Kinds of 
tr. [em Vice and Immorality. A very grave Writer, who Dates 
but is from the nape 24 is pleafed to take Notice ; 
For (am That he has feen fome Members of that Society reforting 
zoo) fiom tO this Club ; and that too many of them, efpecially 
anj ee2mong the Leaders and Dire¢tors, are Perfons of Diftin- 
‘the [ection and Eminence. Whereupon he obferves, with a 


very juft Severity ; That nothing can more apparent] 


+ for fe thew the Dege: eracy of the Age, than to_ have Schools 
ion: Wen and Nurferies erected, for propagating Ignorance and 
: [ee Infidelity ; and to have Free-Thinking, which is the grof- 


feft Stupidity, recommended as an ufeful Science, and a 
neceffiry Part of polite Learning. Jt is, fays this Gen- 


var 

a tleman, a great Reflection upon the Government. of a 
aint fem Place, call'd by the Name of a Society, and more efpe- 
tock [em Clally dedicated to the Service of the Eaw, that any of its 


Students fhould be permitted to enter themfelves in Ca- 
bal, where the greateft Proficients are declar’d Enemies 


Ely fg to Society in general, a Reproach_ to Human Nature, 
jst em 20d Subverters of all Law and Government. 1 may, 
ow:fee Perhaps, take an Opportunity to improve the Hint, 


eu, eum Which this worthy Correfpondent has dropt in my way, 
Ou fem 2nd enquire, at more leifure, into the prefent Srate of 
pips om Our Inns of Court ; and the Adminiftration of Affairs in 
y afm thofe polite Seminaries. Upon which Subject, 1 fhall, 
Cry: or Fiat with great Humility, offer fomething to the 
Confideration oF thofe two Venerable Orders of Men 
the Benchers and Antients. For when | take a View of 
the Societies, over which they prefide, under the moft 
advantageous Light, as they have furnifh'd the Bar, the 
Senate, and Mimi/fry with many Great and Valuable Men ; 
who adorn the Pofts that are aflign’d them, and reflect a 
Lofire upon thofe Nurferies whence they were Tranf- 
planted: It is fo much the more to be Lamented, that 
fuch Numbers of fine Gentlemen, who fet out as hope- 
fully, and might have becn equally Eminent and Ufeful 
to theirCountry, fhould be Blafted before they are Ripe, 
and unhappily loft, thro’ Remifnefs of Diftipline ; and 
that where there is fo much Lv, there fliould be fo 
Bittle Order and Government. 









But leaving this Digreffion, I return to the Free- 
Thinkers. The Colle&tion of their Tenets and Principles, 
as I before remark’d, has now had a full Year’s Run, 
been throughly fifted and examined ; and a very little 
Converfarion will convince us, what Effeéts it has pro- 
duced, and how-the more apprehenfive Part of Mankind 
have been difpofed to reliih and entertain thefé Novel- 
ties. Several Wires have attack’d this Piece, with good 
Succefs, both in the Serious and Comical Way ; but none 
has fo fully anfwer’d it, in albits Parts, or gone fo deep 
inte the Controverfie, as the Author of Remarks, under 
the borrow'd Name of Phileleutherus Lipfienfis, the Se- 
cond Part of that Work being juft now Publith’d. There 
the Reader may fée, what a wretched Race of Peaple 
thefe Free-Thinkers ate ; and that, inftead of coming up 
to their Pretences, whilft they would be thought to be 
the only Promoters and Encouragers of true eaten, 
they are really the moft Contemptible abfurd Wretches 
in Nature, guilty of the moft wilful Untruths, profound- 
ly Ignorant, and affecting to continue fo, Corrupters of 
all Sorts of good Literature, both Antient and "Nn, 
Enemies to common Senfe, tenacious of the moft appa- 
rent Contradi&tions, ftudious of being in the Wrong, 
and perfect Barbarians to every thing, chat carries wit 
it the leaft Colour of Truth and fownd Reafoning. In 
fhort, never was there a Man better qualified to cal] them 
by the agreeable Names of Sot, Blockhead, Scribler, dg- 
norant, mt, Incorrigible, and. the like, than Phi 
leutherus is ; nor could any other Author have more 
tully made out their indeteazible Right to thofe Glorious 
Appellations. Whoever will carefully perufe his Two 
Pamphlets, may therein trace the Free-Zhinkers thro’ 
fuch a Maze of Errors and Iniquities in Literature, as 
one would think could never have been amafs‘d — 
by any one Sett of Men, had they not labour'd a 
to School to be Dull, and learn’d Stupidity and Nonfenfe 
by a Method. They appear utter Strangers to thoi 
Languages and Authors, whence they fetch moft of their 
Quotations ; and their Tranfistions witnefs again them, 
that they underftand neither. They are not afham'd to 
be detested in the Commiffion of the worft Faults that 
a Writer can be ~m with, fuch as Maiming and 
Curtalling of Authors, Fo and Interpolation "Rack. 
ing and Diftorting the Senie of others, raifing Doukts 
upon the moft Authentick, and warranting the moft 
fpurious Pailages ; and all this they do, even ata time, 
when — otly Railing at others, and fully agcufing 
them of thefe very Corruptions. V appear to have 
little Knowledge of Hiffory, or of the Lan: and Cuffoms 
of the Antients, whether Greeks or Romans, and make 
many infufferable Blunders in their Accounts of Both. 
They are fo far from being Critics in any fort of Learning, 
thar falls in their way, that they are at no {mall Pains 
to prove themfelves unacquainted with the very Rudi- 
ments of Know] with Grammar and Syntax. The 
Clafficks fare as well with them, as the Fathers or Modern 
Divines ; they either are incapable of underftanding, or 
——s bent to miffeprefent them. All thefe heavy 
Charges Phileleutherus has at large brought againft them 
and produced fuch clear Proofs of each in their proper 
Place, that for the future 1 hope this Self fufficient Crew 
will abate fomething of their ufial Boafting and Affy- 
rance, and fend their Pupils to Avviland afcer their Ma- 
fter, where the Air is thick enough ro agree with their 
Heads ; and Le Clere and Co/ ns, with their Corref- 
pondents To’-———4 and Ty+——, may in time furnifh 
out fach another Volume of Letters, as was publifh d 
fometime ago, with a Dedication to Syuire Bickerfate, 
but originally written by Erajuss and his Friends,- in 
the 
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Name of all the Blockheads in Gei wy and the Ne- 
lands, 

fhall not enter farther into a Detail of thofe Difto- 
ties, which Philelentherus has made, of the great Abi- 
Mees and Learning of the Free-Thinkers : Only I cannot 
@gbear taking Notice, that their Name and their Na- 
gre are Two the moft oppofite inconfifient Things that 
know of, They would fet up for teaching fair Rea- 





— and an impartial Enquiry into Things: They 


would have every Thing freely and fully debated, and 
not be fiinted in their Searches atrer Truch: They de- 
clare for an Open Prefs, and advife Men to lay afide 
Prejudice, andexamine their Schemes, like Confiderate 
and Rational Crearures. ‘All this is a Blind of Words, 
a windy Amufement : No Men hate Polemical Learning 
more than they, orpare greater Enemies to a tree Con- 
troverfie. They areiSlaves to Prejudice, and adhere ob- 
finately to their beloved Errors. ‘Hence it is that they 
very feldom defend what they have written, and tho’ 
an Author Anjwers them never fo folidly and clearly, in 
the Judgmenr of the Vvorld, yct ciey are Sullen, and 
wil] not Reply. If at any time fome one of their No- 
vices, who is not yet let into the Arcana of the Tribe, 
undertakes a Work of this fort, he is fure never to kee 

to any one Point in Difpute, but flies off, quarrels wit 

Words and trivial. Mifiakes, rails at Prirfts, arid Pric/ly 
Inventions, or runs Divifions upon the Words, Nature, 
Right, Liberty, or the like. If he ventures deeper, the 
Herd leave him. to isinnfelf, and difown him, I believe 
I could draw up a Catalogue of. ar lealt Twenty Free- 
Thinking Books, each of them diftinctly Anfwer'd over 
and over again, and yet no Reply to thofe Anfwers was 
ever heard of from the Party ; at leaft nothing that even 
‘their.own Friends would venture to call by that Name. 
Andyet thefe are.the Searchers, the Enquirers, the Free- 
Debaters, the Men who love to hear Both Sides, and to 
examin Things throughly. Thus Fools are cheated with 
Words ; but the honeft Quack, who gives, Read, Fudge, 
pile his Motto, isa Fellow of much greater Can- 


Modefiy. ég 
.Betides this, the Free- Thinkers; without any regard to 
theit lnftitution, and, in fpite of their Pretences to men- 
tai Liberty, axe the arranteft. Bigors in Nature : For they 
firdin'their own Inventions to fuch a degree, and play 
foimany odd Gambals with the Ambiguity of Words, 
‘and; Vatiery of Language, that an.Antient can hardly 
open his Mouth, and utter one of their Terms of Art ; 
but Jet his Meaning be what it will, and directly contrary 
to their Notions, yet they will have it, thar he is an Evi- 
Gcuce for them; and they never leave giving his Words 
fome wrong Turn, till they have made the Author 
an A¢vocate for their Caufe; which they often do, both 
at the Expence of; their Wits and Honefly. Thus, for 
Inflance; when they have refolv'd within themfelves to 
sabufe the Clergy and, Rejigion, they prefently fly to Anti- 
ty for Authors to back them.in their Prophanenefs : 
| where-ever find any*infamous Thing annex’d 


to the’ Word, S.cerdos, Agi, Harufpex, Sacrificator, 
or the hike, they tranilate it Prie?; without.any Diftinc- 
tion between the Ejtabli/h'd Orders, and thofe which had 
unlawfully affum'd the Sacred Character in Rome, again{t 


. awhonr there are a em Complaints among the Latin 
n 


- Writers, andthe mphanely Infult the Adcderns with 
their Learned Authorities. Thus too,«w er they 
meét with Tuwor Deorum, Relig, Superftitw, Gc. among 
the fatients, they apply it to the Fear of God and Reit- 
gion in general ; not confidering, that the Old Greeks 
and Romans made a wide Difference between the rrue 
-Filis! Fear, and the vain jiavifh Fear of the Gods, and as 
great between the Fabulous Poetical Religion, and the Ci- 
-vilis Religio, ox Eftablifh'd Retigion of their Cowntry. Thefe 
poor little Shifts favour flrongly of the rankeft Prejudice 
and Bigotry. The Men are prepollefs'd, and therefore 
take every thing. in their own - The Frenzy of a 
Qusker is hardly more wcurable, who being full of an 
Ejxthufiaftich Principle of his own forming, where-ever he 
finds the Terms, Ligh:, Seed, Firft-bern, Gc. inthe Scrip- 
tare, turns them all to his own Idol within, and thinks 
thar only is meant, without any regard to Coherence, 
Premife or Confequence, the Signification of Words, or 
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Seufe of the Author; and dien ilagines, ch: 
Scipture on his Sides 1 

‘Lhe Free-Tiinkers may go on Railing at $.; 
but even this Z//-Principie too is a_part of their p.., 
fion, and a thining Beauty in moft of their Work, 4" 
Popifl M:/finaries are fo teinfible of this, that thicy 5. 
all cheir weak Pupils to Free-Thinkers, before they .2 
to initiate them in the S«perffitions of Rome. Nor»... 
Years ago, one of the Ringleaders of this Sty... 
“y danger of turning Propiet. Even Mr, Lich };. 
eit, the celebrated DifCoverer of the Rafa Tabula, ha... 
to bufie himfelf, in foe of his later Writings, 7 ihe. 
veral inextricable Whims, and ufelefs Specuiation; ,. 
worthy his Pen and Genin:. Yn all fair Probability \, 
might have liv'd to have been a Gommentator uno), 
Revelations. But his Brethren of the Tribe ani 
many Inftances of their Degeneracy in this Kind. \j by 
pains have they been ar, to rake together little Sip 


_ and Legends from the Poerical Demonology of the Articy, 


and from the fabulous Accounts of the Religious of 4, 
Modern Heathens, the Perfian, e's and Sitmefe Tiv, 
me! All which they-would induftrioufly Mode! yj 

ter, taking Advantage of every minute Hint, and, 
mote Refemblance, if by any means they could app 
them to fome Part of Sacred Hifory, or Circumftance § 
our nist Saviour’s Life, thereby intending to pafs theg 
upon the World>for exaét Parallels. The Writers, ory, 
ther Preachers of Forty One, by. acting a little upon ty 
Reverfe, were much modefter and more tolerable in the 
Iniquity: For they brought their Whims to Scripyy, 
and not the Scripture to them: They fiw plainly, thy 
by the Abomination of Defolations in Daniel, was mex 
the Liturgy ; that the Mitre was the Whore of Babli 
Fadling Cap ; 2nd the Covenant, the New-Teftiment' y. 
ten in Blow. : But even thefe idle Dreams do not fj 
fhort of the fenfclefs Superftition and ridiculous Mockey 
of the Free-Thinkers. 

Nor are they greater Slaves themfelves, than they x 
Enemies to the sightful Freedom of others. If we ix 
over the Ls which they have drawn up, of the 4 
tient and Midern Leaders of their Seét, we. thall find 
that they often couple thofe together, as very go 
Friends, who liv'd in open Oppofition, and wrote vey 
freely againft each other. This Abfurdity, they thiat 
their Principles will account for: But when any of th 
Clergy of the Church of England differ from each othe, 
in the Explication of fome difficult Poinr, in the Mois 
of Things, or perhaps in Words only, this Freedom¢ 
Reafoning is charg’d upon them as a Corruption o! fit! 
Confequence tq Religion: The feveral Debates be:wea 
them are drawn up ina formidable manner, and thet 
Difagreement is made a Reflection upon the whole 0» 
der, and Chriffianity it felf. So very partial are the: 
People to all Mankind but themfélves, and fo realy 
find fault with the j5t Freedom of Thought in other, 
whilft the Abufed, che Vicious Freedom of their own Wi: 
ters is either wholly overlook’d, or pafles for the Pe: 
fe&tion of right Reafon. 


ze, One need not ftrain for Evidence, to prove tit 


Signe ete 
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ty 


Wretches Enemies to Truth ; the old Name, which wi 
onggrin Fafhion among them, when they call id theo 
felves Searchers after Truth, fufficiently juftifics off 


Charge: And many of them were not atham’d to ows 


that they would vag this Character to their Gavel 


Now Searching after 


ruth, plainly fuppofes the ‘ai 


qi : For no Body fearches for that, which they hai 


ound: And then, a Searcher after Truth, is one, wit 


lives in the conftant Pofleffion of Lencrance ani Eni 
Nor does [Lover of Truth] imply any thing better; i 
sby Love, in this Cafe, we underftand Appetiens Dei. 
which ever fuppofes the Abfence of the Obje. Uporr te 
thefe Accounts, it is well for the World, that thele Pi 


lofophers obferve, That tho’ Free-Thinking be a Rg’ 
et every one is not mg, 3 to exercife ic 3 that 15! 

an is not oblig’d to be Virtwous and Good, for ti 
make both thofe to confift in Free-Thinking, A a? 
Wit has worsled this Cafe very prettily, when he {4s 


If a Man freely Thinks, that be cannot Think frecl: ‘ 


why then, be need not think freely, anlefs be thinks ti & 
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